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                                      January 8th 2026 
 
Dear Member: 
 
 Already, we have come to the end of the first week of 2026 – and It has 
certainly been a cold one! We take this opportunity to wish you and your families a 
very happy, healthy and blessed New Year, and to sincerely thank you for your 
continued support throughout the past year. We have another busy few months 
ahead, with Dinner Dance and Parade season once again upon us. 
 
 We enjoyed a very pleasant evening at our December meeting, followed by 
our Christmas celebration with good food and great company. Thank you to all who 
joined us, and to everyone who contributed to our annual charity collection, which 
we donated to the Aisling Irish Center. 
  
     Our January meeting will be held on Thursday, January 15th, 2026 at 
7:30 pm at the Heritage Bar & Restaurant, 960 McLean Avenue, Yonkers, NY. 
Members may also participate virtually via Zoom using ID: 530 678 7556 and 
Passcode: 707748. For Zoom assistance, please contact Meg McKeon-Baker at 
(718) 445-8365.  
  

Planning is well underway for our 129th Annual St.Patrick’s Day Dinner 
and Dance which will take place on Friday, March 13, 2026 at Antun’s, 96-43 
Springfield Blvd., Queens Village, NY 11429. The deluxe cocktail hour will begin 
at 7:00 PM, followed by dinner and dancing to the 'Rumor Has It Band'. Tickets are 
$125.00 per person. Please make reservations early; advance payment is strongly 
encouraged and sincerely appreciated. Congratulations once again to our two 
wonderful honorees: Guest of Honor Sean Kelly and Distinguished Service Award 
recipient Bridie Mitchell. We are confident it will be a fantastic evening. 

  
For reservations, please contact our Reservations Chairpersons, 

Bernadette Dunleavy (917)648-2144 or Margaret Taylor Finucane (917)655-
1493, or by email at berniedunleavy@yahoo.com.  Please make all checks 
payable to ‘County Leitrim Society of NY’ and return to Bernadette Dunleavy, 238 
Blackford Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704 before March 6, 2026.  

 
If you would like to place an advertisement in our Souvenir Journal, please 

contact the Journal Chairpersons, Sharon Brady at (914)224-1158 or Anna 
Mulvey Buggy at (347)371-0023 or by email at leitrimsocnyjournal@gmail.com. 
Advertisements should be submitted by February 27, 2026. Thank you for your 
continued support over the years 
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Payment of 2026 membership dues is now being accepted.  Dues may be 

paid in person at any upcoming meeting or by mailing in a check to the Financial 
Secretary at the P.O. Box address above. Dues are $20.00 per person or $30.00 
per couple annually. 

 
The Leitrim 50 Miles Challenge is in full swing. Across the world, the Leitrim 

diaspora are running, walking, and connecting while raising much-needed funds. Please 
visit the Leitrim GAA website at www.leitrimgaa.ie or follow Leitrim GAA and LGFA on 
social media. Remember - every mile counts. 

 
The United Irish Counties Association of New York will hold its 122nd Annual 

Dinner Dance on Friday January 30, 2026, at Antun’s, 96-43 Springfield Blvd, 
Queens Village, NY 11429. The deluxe cocktail hour will begin at 7:00 PM followed 
by dinner and dancing from 8:00 PM to 12:00 AM, with music by ‘Rumor Has It’. For 
reservations, please contact Margaret Taylor-Finucane at 917-655-1493. The Gael 
of the Year will be Colin Bell,  a native of Newry, County Down. Following the tragic 
death of their son Kevin in a hit-and-run incident in New York in June 2013, Colin and 
his wife Eithne founded the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust (KBRT), which assists 
bereaved families with the repatriation of loved ones who die abroad under sudden or 
tragic circumstances. Unfortunately, many of these have been family members and 
friends. The Mary McMullan Distinguished Service Award is Michael O’Reilly, past 
President of the UICANY. For further information,  please contact P.J. Smith, 
President, at (516)724-5676.  

 
Please remember in your prayers our sick members: Joseph Miceli, Brigid 

Buggy, Maureen Lavin, Kathleen Regan, Cyrilla Ormsby (wife of Michael) and Anna 
Bohan, mother of our President, Noeleen Bohan McGovern. We wish them all a speedy 
recovery.  

 
Condolences to Frank and Mike Dwyer on the passing of their sister Maureen 

Winters in Carrick-on-Shannon; to Beatrice McWeeney on the recent death of her 
sister, Madeline Atherley in Birmingham, England; to the family of John Michael 
Barrett (Kerry/UIC); and Sr. Brigid Reynolds, Mohill/Marist Convent, Carrick-on-
Shannon. We pray for all our deceased family members and friends. May they all rest 
in peace. 
  

Please continue to pray for the health and safety of all our first responders, 
medical staff and all essential service employees. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Noeleen Bohan McGovern  Anna Mulvey Buggy 
President    Corresponding Secretary 
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